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TOPIC:  Course Requirements  & Grading Procedures

	Questions/Goals
	     Answers:

	1. Who is my teacher?

2. What are some of the things I can do to be successful in this class?

3. How do I earn my grade?
4. How do I keep up with my work when I am absent?

5. How do I get extra help?

6. How do I keep track of my grades?
7. What is the EOC?
8. Do I have to behave in this class? 

9. What is my role as your teacher?
10. What is my teacher’s philosophy?
	· Ms. McLaughlin/Ms. Zona
1. BE HERE - Be on time  - Take Responsibility!
2. Be prepared!
· Bring all necessary supplies to the workplace every day! (Dude… phones, Ipods, MP3’s, games  are not necessary supplies)
· Biology textbook!

· Current Measurement Topic Packet 
· A Mead 5 Star college-rule spiral notebook that will become your ISN = Interactive Science Notebook (minimum 3 subject for the year)
· MATERIALS: Pens/pencils; Colored pencils/Markers; Highlighter; Scissors; Glue Sick
3. Actively Participate in YOUR learning!!
· The School Grading scale is as follows: A= 90-100    B=  80-89    C=  70-79   D=  60-69   F=  0-59

· Your Grades are determined by totaling the following assignments: 

· 20% Formative = MiniSummatives (quizzes), labs, homework                         

· 80% Summative assessments
· We have 20 major Measurement Topics with several learning topics within each.
· MAJORSummatives = Tests will be given at the conclusion of the Measurement Topic and must be at 70%  mastery  or higher; if not, you will be asked to Re-do & Re-submit the test. Extra work will be provided and must be completed in order to RR.
· If you are unsuccessful in your attempt, ONE retake will be allowed for each MAJORSummative. The most recent grade will be the one that counts, since it demonstrates most recent knowledge.
· Honors students will be required to complete a 9 weeks project each quarter.
· During testing situations, all backpacks, purses, phones, PDA’s, MP3 players and the like will be placed in the front of the room, not at your desk or on your person!
· It is your responsibility to ask for the makeup work the day you return to class. The key to success is taking responsibility for your own education and using all resources available to you.
· A 2-week calendar is on the front board & on www.badfishbiology.weebly.com
· If you do not have internet access at home, the Media Center is open before and after school and there are three computers in the classroom which you may access with permission.
· If you listen, participate, ask questions, and stay actively involved in class, you should not need extra help. The best ways to get help it to ask for it. If you feel like you do need help, peer tutoring is available, as is the AI (Academic Intervention) time during the day.
· Grades will be posted on the PIV feature of the Pinnacle on-line grade book.

· The grades YOU earn are YOURS and you are expected to keep track of them at all times!
· The EOC is the end-of-course exam given by the state that you MUST pass in order to earn credit for Biology. Period. Final. That’s it. You MUST pass the EOC to pass Biology!

· Ughhhh… YEAH!!! It is expected that students follow all of the school rules, along with my class rules.  

· RESPECT!! That’s really the only rule – respect yourself, those around you, and your school and everything else will fall into place. Courtesy and good manners are expected always. It’s simple ( treat people the way you want them to treat you. If you have to think at any time, “I wonder if I should do this?” From experience, I can tell you that the answer is probably NO! If you have to think about it, don’t do it!

· My role is to be your facilitator, your guide—not just the dispenser of information. I firmly believe that YOU are responsible for your education. I will guide your learning, and you will in turn help each other learn the material presented during class and use the resources provided to educate yourself.  You will also be reinforcing many ‘Life Skills’: character, perseverance, flexibility, organization, effort, common sense, problem-solving, cooperation, responsibility, patience, compassion, courage and curiosity. Remember, the work assigned is not to waste your time or mine; it’s designed to teach you. This process will help you become a better student. I look forward to helping you achieve your goals and I look forward to having some fun along the way! 
· Be the change you wish to see in the world…..cuz Karma will get you…!
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Course Requirements  & Grading Procedures
I have read and understand the Course Requirements and Grading Procedures for Biology @ New Smyrna Beach High School. I understand that:

· I am responsible for my learning and my behavior.

· I am responsible for any actions I choose to take and the consequences, good or bad, that may follow.

· I will be responsible for keeping track of my grades on the PIV feature of the Pinnacle on-line grade book.
· I will achieve mastery on all assessments in order to sufficiently prepare myself for the Biology EOC.
__________________________________________________________________    Date______________________

Student

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address

I have read and understand the Course Requirements and Grading Procedures for Biology @ New Smyrna Beach High School. I understand that:

· My son/daughter is responsible for his/her learning and behavior.

· My son/daughter is responsible for any actions they choose to take and the consequences, good or bad, that may follow.

· My son’s/daughter’s grade may be viewed at on the PIV feature of the Pinnacle on-line grade book.
· My son/daughter must achieve mastery on all assessments in order to sufficiently prepared him/herself for the Biology EOC exam.
___________________________________________________________________  Date______________________

Parent/Guardian

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address



























Accept our connectedness to events. It is not unknown forces that cause our problems. We are the cause and the cure. We create our own reality and we can change it.
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